Travellers in India

pression of the Mohammedan governors, which
resulted in " the only way to keep anything "
being cc to appear to have nothing." To add to
the trials of the unfortunate folk, both artisans
and traders, they had constantly to be on their
guard against counterfeit money, w&ich was
uttered in great quantities all over the kingdom;
and the penalty of death was inflicted on any
merchant who, to settle his debts with a foreign
merchant, exported coin out of the realm.

Such is the account which Mandeslo gives
of the condition of the artisans and merchants
in the Mogul province of Guzerat. Combined
with the evidence of Methold and others as to
the condition of the ryots in Golconda and
elsewhere, it gives the reader an insight into the
incidence of the Mohammedan misgovernment
of India> which, though there are breaks in the
clouds of misery here and there, makes him feel
that Macaulay was too gentle, rather than too
violent, in the condemnation which he pro-
nounced upon the Mogul Empire. It is only too
true that " the administration was tainted with
all the vices of Oriental despotism, and with all
the vices inseparable from the domination of
race over race."* We shall have occasion to refer
again to this subject in connection with the
<reign of Aurangzib, and in reference to the works
of later and more famous travellers; but to
realise the abject misery of the ryot and the

* Essay on Lord Clive.
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